In the course of his lecture Prof. Barker made a number of curious experiments with the liquid, illustrating the operation of the laws governing the formation of solids, liquids and gases. When it was poured into a tumbler it boiled until it had absorbed the heat of the glass. The cold gas given off condensed the moisture in the air above the glass, which fell in the form of hoar frost. A piece of tin thrust into the liquid made it boil and the tin was rendered as brittle as glass. Copper and platinum were not so affected, and it is evident that these metals will make suitable receptacles for this new liquid. When In regard to the etiology of dental caries it seems to me that we can regard the subject as standing in a negative position.
To look back over the history of dental caries it has had several other such periods before. It was first suggested that the destruction of the tooth substance is caused by acids, then that the acids are formed at the point attacked, and the question is asked, where do the acids come from and what are they?
In this position the knowledge on the subject stood still for years, till the development of science in regard to microorganisms was sufficiently advanced to prove that the development of the acid was due to the vital action of microorganisms at the point attacked.
That caries of the'teeth is caused by the action of microorganisms, it: seems to me, has been proven and is established ground; it is no longer a theory but a fact. We have come again to a negative position which is perhaps stated in this way* What modifies the action of the micro-organisms so that in one month they attack the teeth, in another they do not; they exist in all cases. In the same individual, at one time they attack the teeth, at another they do not. That micro organisms destroy the tissues we know, but why in one case where we would expect them to they do not, and in another where we would expect them not to they do, we do not know. So much we know, so much we do not know. In nearly all exposed pulps, and sometimes when they are entirely exposed, a paste of iodoform and creosote carefully laid on over the exposure is a good covering to precede oxiphosphate. A little of the powder of the cement mixed with equal parts of oil of cloves and creosote is alzo good.
"O, I can never go to that man again, i. He has the gravity and coldness of a hangman." So said a lady to whom I had recommended a really skilled dentist. It is a pity some men do not know how to receive their patients, and entertain them affably after they are received. ' A
